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The purpose of this study was to examine the effect of perceived feasibility and
desirability on the entrepreneurial intentions of sports science students. The
present study employs a descriptive-survey research method. The statistical
population consists of all sports science students in Iran. A cluster sampling
method was used, followed by simple random sampling, and the sample size
was determined as 389 participants using Cochran's formula. The instrument
used in this study was based on the standard questionnaire developed by
Shapero and Sokol (1982). The face and content validity of the questionnaire
were confirmed by experts and specialists, and its construct validity was
verified through structural equation modeling (SEM). To assess reliability,
Cronbach’s alpha coefficient was calculated, yielding a value of 0.952. Data
analysis was conducted using SPSS software, and PLS3 software was used to
design the structural equation model and test the hypotheses. Based on the
findings of this study, perceived feasibility significantly influenced the
entrepreneurial intentions of sports science students. Additionally, perceived
desirability had an impact on the entrepreneurial intentions of sports science
students. Finally, perceived desirability had a significant and positive effect on
entrepreneurial intentions through perceived feasibility. According to the
findings of this study, to enhance the entrepreneurial intentions of sports
science students, it is essential to focus on the identified determinants. By doing
S0, entrepreneurship in sports can be further promoted.
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Education
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Entrepreneurship plays a vital role in economic and social development by fostering job creation,
innovation, and economic growth (Varkianipor et al., 2020). The increasing concern over unemployment
has led researchers and policymakers to focus on factors that influence entrepreneurial intentions,
particularly among students. The role of perceived feasibility and desirability in shaping entrepreneurial
behavior has been well documented in the literature (Mirghafoori & rezaei, 2013). According to economic
and social theories, an individual's decision to become an entrepreneur is influenced by their belief in their
ability to succeed (perceived feasibility) and their level of attraction toward entrepreneurship (perceived
desirability) (Doisti, 2020). Research suggests that the integration of entrepreneurship into higher education
programs significantly impacts students' intentions to pursue entrepreneurial ventures (Toma et al., 2014).

In recent years, the field of sports entrepreneurship has garnered significant attention due to its
potential to create employment opportunities and enhance economic sustainability in the sports industry.
The commercialization of sports, the expansion of sports-related businesses, and the increasing role of
innovation in this field make it a fertile ground for entrepreneurship (Hazarjaribi et al., 2023). Despite these
opportunities, many sports science students do not actively consider entrepreneurship as a viable career
path. Several studies have emphasized the importance of promoting entrepreneurial education and
improving students' perceptions of feasibility and desirability in entrepreneurship (Jafarzadeh Zarandi et al.,
2019). By understanding the impact of these psychological constructs on students’ entrepreneurial
intentions, universities and policymakers can develop effective strategies to encourage entrepreneurship
in the sports sector (Mandalizade et al., 2016).

This study aims to examine the effect of perceived feasibility and perceived desirability on the
entrepreneurial intentions of sports science students. By analyzing the relationship between these
constructs, this research contributes to the growing body of knowledge on entrepreneurial behavior in the
context of sports education and provides practical implications for fostering entrepreneurship among
students.

Methods and Materials

This research employed a descriptive-survey method, targeting sports science students across Iran.
The study utilized a cluster sampling approach, followed by simple random sampling, to ensure a
representative sample. The final sample consisted of 389 students, determined using Cochran’s formula.

The primary data collection tool was a structured questionnaire based on the standard
entrepreneurial intention questionnaire developed by Shapero and Sokol (1982). The questionnaire
underwent face and content validation by experts in entrepreneurship and sports management, and its
construct validity was confirmed using structural equation modeling (SEM). Reliability was assessed
using Cronbach’s alpha, yielding a coefficient of 0.952, indicating high reliability.

Data analysis was conducted using SPSS software for descriptive statistics, while PLS3 software
was utilized for SEM to test hypotheses and model relationships. The study examined direct and indirect
effects between perceived feasibility, perceived desirability, and entrepreneurial intentions.

Findings and Results
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The study’s findings revealed significant relationships between the key variables. Perceived
feasibility was found to have a positive and significant impact on entrepreneurial intentions among sports
science students. Similarly, perceived desirability was positively associated with students' entrepreneurial
intentions. Moreover, the study identified that perceived desirability indirectly influenced entrepreneurial
intentions through perceived feasibility.

Descriptive statistics showed that the majority of respondents perceived entrepreneurship as a
desirable career path, yet many expressed concerns about their ability to start and manage a business. The
analysis further indicated that perceived feasibility and desirability collectively explained a significant
portion of the variance in entrepreneurial intentions among students.

Structural equation modeling results demonstrated strong model fit indices, validating the
hypothesized relationships. The path coefficients confirmed the theoretical assumptions that students who
find entrepreneurship more attractive (perceived desirability) and believe in their ability to succeed in it
(perceived feasibility) are more likely to develop strong entrepreneurial intentions.

Conclusion

The results of this study emphasize the crucial role of perceived feasibility and desirability in
shaping the entrepreneurial intentions of sports science students. The findings align with previous research
that highlights the importance of psychological and cognitive factors in entrepreneurial decision-making.
Entrepreneurship education programs should focus not only on increasing students’ awareness and
knowledge but also on enhancing their confidence in their entrepreneurial abilities.

A key implication of this study is that universities should implement targeted training programs
aimed at improving students’ self-efficacy and motivation to engage in entrepreneurship. This can be
achieved through experiential learning opportunities, mentorship programs, and collaboration with
successful entrepreneurs in the sports industry. Additionally, policymakers should create supportive
environments that reduce perceived risks associated with entrepreneurship and provide incentives for
students to pursue their entrepreneurial aspirations.

The role of sports entrepreneurship in economic development is increasingly recognized, and
fostering an entrepreneurial mindset among students can contribute to job creation and industry growth.
Given the dynamic nature of the sports sector, students should be encouraged to explore innovative
business opportunities that align with their skills and interests.

The study’s findings also highlight the need for future research to explore additional factors that
may influence entrepreneurial intentions, such as cultural, social, and institutional determinants.
Understanding how these elements interact with perceived feasibility and desirability can provide a more
comprehensive framework for promoting entrepreneurship among sports science students.

In conclusion, enhancing students' perceived feasibility and desirability toward entrepreneurship
can significantly increase their likelihood of pursuing entrepreneurial ventures. By adopting evidence-
based strategies and policies, educational institutions and policymakers can contribute to the development
of a more entrepreneurial generation, ultimately benefiting the sports industry and the broader economy.
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